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Do Plants Think? by Dr. Jeffrey Amundson 

September 25, 7:00 p.m. Wood Town Hall, Pittsville, 8210 Main St, 

Pittsville, WI 54466 (on the corner of Main and 4th —Hwy 80 is considered 2nd )  

This intriguing talk will consider these and other questions:  
 Is perception of the world unique to animals, or can plants do it 

too?   
 Can a plant really, like a human, sense and respond to its  

environment and change accordingly? 
 
While this concept may seem bazaar, this way of thinking was proposed 
as early as 1880 by Charles Darwin. This presentation will be about 
how basic brain thought processes apply to the way plants interact with 
their environment. Our speaker, Dr. Jeffrey Amundson holds a Ph.D. in 
psychology and teaches at UW-Marshfield/Wood County and  
UW-Marathon. This talk is 1 1/2 hours, however,  
according to Dr. Amundson, it is his favorite  
topic about which to speak. 
 
Parking will be available at the lot of the  
community hall, (one block east on Main) or on 
the road in front of the hall.  

 Climate Change and 
Health 

Dr. Bruce Krawisz 
    

October 23, 7:00 p.m. 
MARS 

 

Bruce Krawisz is a 
pathologist retired from 

Marshfield Clinic and 
Prevention Genetics 

where he worked for 27 
and 10 years,  

respectively.  He went to 
Mayo Medical School 

and did pathology  
internship and residency 
partly at Mayo Clinic and 

partly at Washington  
University in St. Louis. 

 
He became interested in 

global warming and its 
consequences from 

reading a report  
published in Lancet in 

November 2015 by the 
Lancet Commission on 

Climate Change.    

WCMGV Program Information 

The Wood County Master Gardener Association is a non-profit organization with a mission to educate and share information with its members and the community alike. In 

addition, it is our charge to promote the UW Extension from which we are founded. We are a diverse group interested in the latest research-based horticultural information. 

In this Issue 

MARY.DO / FLICKR CREATIVE COMMONS  
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President’s Message 

union – [yo͞onyən] noun 

A club, society or association formed by people with a common 

interest or purpose. Synonym- guild. 

We, as a group, have the privilege and the obligation of a  

democratic society to elect officials to keep our guild operating 

at the most efficient manner possible.  

Even in our own little corner, we need to continue the  

responsibility of a free and democratic society. 

There are a couple of articles in this newsletter on who is up for re-election of our Officers of the 

Board, and who has reached the full limit of their terms.  

When I first started serving on the board, I had only been in Master Gardeners for about a year and a 

half. This was something I never thought I could do, but someone believed in me enough to nominate 

me. When I became secretary, it was a temporary position because I take notes anyway, and later 

was turned into an elected position. I never thought I could do it, but I did, with a little help from my 

mother, some friends and Robert’s rules of order.   

Last fall, I was elected president. I still don’t know if I can do it, but with encouragement and  

determination I am still trying. The nice thing about democratic elections , you can vote me in or you 

can vote me out. This is what determines how this union goes forward.  

Any one of the board positions are actually open, not just the 2 members whose terms are up. Get up, 

get out, and nominate someone you believe is capable or run yourself, not just vote in November.  

Sometimes leadership is a given, sometimes it is thrust upon you.        Famia 

Attention Creative Crafters of WCMGV 

Feeling a little crafting withdrawal now that Denise Larson’s Garden Boutique creative  
sessions are over? Itching to apply your skills and imagination to a challenging new project 
that will keep your scissors snipping and your glue guns hot?  

The Project co-chairs of the SWCH Museum gardens are asking for your help. We have 
agreed to create another Christmas Tree masterpiece for the 2018 Christmas Tree Walk.  
This will not only be an opportunity to showcase our creative talents but to promote our  
organization. Even though the Walk itself takes place at the museum, participation is not  
limited to the project volunteers. All Master Gardeners are invited to join in. Positions are open 
at all levels including power wielding and organization,  
creative design, material procurement and glue crews. If you 
have some great holiday decorating ideas or simply an  
overwhelming need to cut and paste, contact: 
 
Micky Erickson: garymicky@charter.net      715-435-3616  
or Christine Griffith: cgriffith@solarus.net    715-424-3609.  
 
It’s never too early to think about Christmas. 

mailto:garymicky@charter.net
mailto:cgriffith@solarus.net
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Wood County Master Gardener Volunteers 
Garden Tour and Potluck Supper at Vesper Library of Rome,  

August 28, 2018; 1 hr. Continuing Education 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:06pm. Guests welcomed.  Attendance sheets available for sign in.  
Minutes from July 24, 2018:  Paula Klevene moved to accept minutes as written with corrected statement 
(Next year will be the 20

th
 Garden Walk on July 13, 2019), seconded by Barb Kliefgen, motion carried.  

Financial Report: Financial report given by Barb Herreid.  Garden Walk attendance was 463.  Net profit was 
$6,104.92. Motion to accept reports as presented by Jeanne Osgood. Seconded by Jan Sabin. Motion carried.   
Extension Report:  Turn in volunteer hours by Oct 1

st
. Send to extension office or WCMGV email address:  

woodcountymga@gmail.com.  Barb Herried and Sue Wilford will collect/tabulate hours and submit report to the 
state. Ruth Cline, as designated coordinator, is in contact with Mike Maddox and Susan Mahr at the state and 
will communicate changes to members as they happen.   Matt Lippert, Extension Ag Agent, explained that  
Jeremy’s position is a half time Wood County budgeted position.  Many counties do not have this position and 
there may be a possibility that a full time position could be developed that would cover more than one county.  
Jason Hausler is Area Extension Director over 4 counties in Central Wisconsin – Clark, Marathon, Portage and 
Wood.  He is in the Wood County Extension office one day a week. Matt Lippert asked members to be patient 
with vacant position and all changes coming from the state. 
 
Old Business: 
Central Wisconsin State Fair:  Ruth Cline thanked all who helped with the fair and the youth judging.  A big 
success and we were asked back for next year. More information will be in September’s newsletter.  
 
New Business: 
Fall Plant Sale:  Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 15

th
 and 16

th
 at Wildwood Zoo during Maple Fest.  Posters  

available for distribution.  Sign-up distributed for set up on Friday, Sept. 14
th
; work days for Saturday/Sunday.  

Need plants and dried flowers.  Pots and plant labels available.  Do not submit plants in bags.  If unable to 
transplant, notify Mary Czaja.   WI Rapids MGV can drop off plants at South Wood County Museum by 4pm on 
Thursday, Sept. 13

th
.  

Lowell Center:  Jan Sabin explained redesign of Senior Center Project at Lowell Center which has taken a few 
years.  Will be looking for help this fall with area around new beds. 
October Seminar:  Saturday October 27

th 
in Marshfield will focus on soil health, rain barrels and how to extend 

the growing season for the home gardener. Sign up circulated for attending seminar, food/refreshments and 
helping with set up or take down the day of event.  
WIMGA Grants:  Suggestions for grant applications.  Large roll up banner displayed by Eliz Erdmann.  Other 
option would be more sturdy/permanent trifolds for our displays. Grant applications due by October 1

st
 to  

WIMGA.  
New People to run for Office: Famia Marx will be looking into who will be retiring from the board, with  
nominations starting at next month's meeting. Anyone who desires or knows someone who would desire a 
board position, should contact Famia Marx. Open board positions will be listed in September newsletter.  
Project Leader/Committee/Team Updates/Information:   
Wild parsnip:  Sue Wilford spoke with Board Supervisor. More information coming on how to report spotting of 
invasive noxious weed.  Will write details in September’s newsletter. 
Visually handicap presentation:  Monday, November 12

th
 at 10:30am at ADRC.  Anyone interested to  

providing info on odiferous plants/herbs for this group. 
Flower Show:  Clark County looking for MGV to judge flower show entries in Granton on September 8

th 
.  No 

one available, Ruth Cline will inform them.  
Clark County MGV:  Request WCMGV to come in 2019 to explain how we do what we do.  
Additional New Business:  Christmas Tree:  Micky Erickson and Christine Griffith looking for other MGV to 
assist with tree ornament design for the South Wood County Historical Museum.  
Communication assistance needed:  Chris Grimes needs help with email, Facebook and internet work.  
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:15pm made by Karen Houdek and seconded by Barb Herreid.  Motion carried.  
Respectfully Submitted, Sue Wilford, Secretary 
Members Attending:  Shirley Anderson, Jill Becker, Debby Brown, Audrey Brundidge, Julie Carlsen, Bob 
Cline, Ruth Cline, Mary Czaja, Eliz Erdmann, Micky Erickson, Laurie Francis, Christine Griffith, Betty Havlik, 
Barb Herreid, Karen Houdek, Barb Kleifgen, Paula Klevene, Denise Larson, Famia Marx, Judy Miller, Jeanne 
Osgood, Pat Paulus, Deb Rokke, Ann Rozner, Jan Sabin, Roberta Stolt, Becky Thorpe, Sue Wilford, and Penn 
Wilkes.   
Meeting Program:  Tour of Gardens and Potluck Supper at Lester Public Library of Rome. 

mailto:woodcountymga@gmail.com
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Thanks to WCMGVs, displays at the CWSF were a success. Several hundred people stopped 

by our booths, set up in Expo II, close to the Gazebo Gardens, to view displays and ask  

questions about bugs, diseases, plants, soils, invasive plants, flower and produce judging, as 

well as other topics. 

The fair offered us a 36 foot display area this year, allowing for more displays, education  

materials and handouts as well as extra space for additional hands-on and face-to-face meet-

ings with several guests at one time. Because the fair ran six days and based on the number of 

people we had last year, we extended our hours at the booth. The Expo II building opened at 8 

a.m. and closed at 10 p.m. each day, so we broke each day into two shifts. Each shift was  

covered by two WCMGVs with a backup person on the fairgrounds. Our last shift ended at 6 

p.m. but most days we didn’t leave until much later!  To ensure our booth was covered, we left 

a sign and form for people to leave us a message with contact information if we stepped away 

from the booth for any reason. 

This year “Ask a Master Gardener” was overwhelmed with questions. We answered  

horticulture questions, inspected plants brought in by fair goers and provided a contact to  

anyone wishing to reach WCMGV after the fair. If  

someone had a question or plant that we needed to 

research further, a form was supplied for them to fill 

out so we could contact them after the fair. We had a 

stack of forms to be reviewed and answered after 

the fair closed. Thank you, Sue, for taking on that 

project! 

In addition to operating our booth we answered 

questions about the flower entries 

which had been judged and on  

display. Our candy dish once again 

was a favorite! Copies of the 20
th
 

WCMGVA Anniversary Cook Book 

were handed out to 10 lucky people! 

This was great advertisement for 

WCMGVA.  

Before the fair officially opened, the WCMGVs  

assisted the judge with Junior Fair Plant and  

Agricultural Entries. This event was very interesting 

as we learned from the judge while helping the 

youth—the next generation gardeners/farmers. 

A Success Story 

2018 Central Wisconsin State Fair, Marshfield Fair Grounds 

 

Jeff the quiet : public domain 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Jeff_the_quiet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:public_domain


Wood County Master Gardeners Volunteers                                                                                                                               5 

Review of By-Laws 

The board has a list of things to go through every year, and when September rolls around it’s time to 

check and see if our by-laws are still in line with how our organization is moving forward.  

I’ve never seen the original charter from 1997 but do have a copy of 2006 laws. In it, the re-election laws 

are simple:  

“Officers will be elected … at the last regular meeting of the year. Any member of the Board of Directors 

shall be a certified Master Gardener Volunteer.” 

In Article IV the definition of Officer was President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Directors-–2 

from the north, 2 from the south of Wood County, Historian, Immediate Past President who served as such 

until displaced by annual election process, and the Extension Advisor.  

So, to continue with election of officers: “Section 2, the term of office for all board positions is one year. An 

officer can serve three successive terms in one position. Duties start the following year after the election.”  

These by-laws have been changed over the years to it’s current (2015) update:” Section 2. The terms of 

President and Vice President, and Secretary will be one year and not more than (3) three consecutive 

terms; the term of the treasurer will be one year and may be held for an indefinite number of consecutive 

years….” With no mention of the rest of the board, but with the understanding that the directors, too, were 

to be no more than 3 consecutive terms.  I don’t know when this changed, but it was probably before 2015 

as the historian held her position for more than three years until her retirement last year.  

There is a pending set of by-laws in the works but has not been discussed enough to be presented to the 
membership. If any of you have any ideas or thoughts, please get in touch with the president. Thank-you 
for your input.  

The following shows a chart of who will be currently running for the WCMGV Board as of 

9/10/18. All these positions are open to nominations. So as of now, the positions for 2019 are 

as follows: 

President: Famia Marx (elected 2017), incumbent  

Vice President: Paula Klevene (elected 2017), incumbent 

Secretary: open 

North Wood County 1: open 

North Wood County 2: Donna Streiff (elected 2016), incumbent 

South Wood County 1: Bob Cline (elected 2016), incumbent 

South Wood County 2: Jen Fane (elected 2017), incumbent 

Historian: Shelby Weister, nominated. 

Nominations are open until last meeting before the vote in November. Come all, come early.  

Open Board Positions for 2019 
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 On October 1, start treatment of poinsettias for bract coloration. Place in total darkness 
for 15 hours every day for 2 months. Night  
temperature should be 65-70 degrees F. Keep  
soil moist. 

 Plant peonies until October 15. Mulch after ground 
freezes. 

 Seed perennials such as Oriental poppy, Iceland 
poppy, gas plant, primrose, scabiosa, phlox, pansy 
and penstemon. Mark where planted. 

 Plant spring flowering bulbs. Bulbs can be planted 
up to six weeks after first fall frost. Fertilize existing 
bulb beds with bone meal, milorganite, or 5-5-5 fertilizer. 

 Harvest gladiolas at least six weeks after bloom and before ground freezes. Cure for 
three days at 80 degrees before storing. Label and store at 40-45 degrees in open 
trays. 

 Remove iris leaves to prevent over wintering of iris borer eggs. Cut leaves to four-inch 
fans. 

 Store tuberose at 45 degrees F, tuberous rooted begonias at 45-50 degrees, and  
caladium at 60 degrees. 

 After killing frost, rose bush foliage should be stripped and old leaves cleaned from bed. 
Shortly before ground freezes, roses should be given good deep soaking. Prune 
branches enough to prevent whipping around in wind or to fit under rose cones. 

 Sow seeds of hardy annuals: cleome, pinks, candytuft, larkspur, bachelor buttons and 
calendula. Mark where planted. 

 Plant Jerusalem artichoke during last two weeks of month. 

 Prepare vegetable garden soil for early spring planting. Remove old stalks to prevent 
insect and disease problems next year. Spread manure, incorporate into soil. 

 Rejuvenate rhubarb by dividing into quarters and replanting. 

 Cut back asparagus ferns and dispose to prevent insect and disease problems next 
year. Incorporate manure into soil and mulch with straw. 

 Use mulch around Brussels sprouts to moderate soil temperature and prolong harvest. 

 Water plants well for more cold tolerance. 

 Plant garlic 2-3 inches deep and cover with 4-6 inches of straw mulch. 

 Rake, chop and compost any fallen leaves from lawn. 

 Fertilize shade trees when leaf color changes and leaves drop. 

 Plant dormant deciduous trees and shrubs from now until ground freezes. A two-inch 
layer of mulch reduces freezing and thawing, which can damage roots. 

 If fertilizing lawn one time a year, apply it in the third week of October. If fertilizing twice 
a year, apply in October and early June. If three times a year, include a September  
application. 

 Water evergreens and foundation plantings before ground freezes. 

 Protect woody ornamentals and fruit trees against mice. 

October Garden Guide  
from Portage County Master Gardeners Volunteers 

http://portage.uwex.edu/horticulture-2/master-gardener-volunteers/monthly-gardening-guide/#May
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Classified Column 

Website/Facebook Co-editor Wanted 
 
We are looking for a volunteer to assist with  
managing our online presence.  We use our website 
and Facebook pages not only to promote our activities 
and fundraisers, but also to feature educational articles 
on timely subjects throughout most of the year. Your  
responsibilities would include composing articles or editing an article written 
by someone else and then posting them online.  Training is provided.  Must 
have a current account on Facebook. Proficiency in writing and grammar is  
desired. Time spent researching and writing go toward volunteer hours.  
Contact Chris Grimes for more information.  
 
 

Projects and their Chairs in 2018 
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2018 brought a wave of school groups to our MGV garden at Point Basse.  519 children and 119 adults 

(teachers and chaperones), second through fourth grades, sat or stood in a circle around a long bench 

by our heirloom garden.  Our smallest group for the day was 28 and the largest was 66, as we talked to 

one fourth at a time about life in pre-civil war Wisconsin.   

We started out by having the students imagine that we had just moved to this area by wagon, horse, or 

walking and had to start making this land our own.  They had already visited the house and the barn 

that we could have built using the trees in the neighborhood and could see our source of water in the 

river that runs around most of our property.  The next thing that we would need was food, so we dis-

cussed how we go about growing it.  Seeds were traded, purchased from traveling vendors, or brought 

from our original home as one of our most precious possessions as we traveled to this destination. We 

happily showed our guest the second largest seed in the world, and they played with and shook the  

coconut with glee.    

We discussed that because there is no Wal-Mart or Dollar Stores, nor immediately accessible doctors in 

the wilderness everything that we needed as far as food, medicine, dyes, and even clothing had to be 

grown, gathered, or hunted.  When I mentioned that we were growing clothing, they were amazed, but 

some did think of cotton, but not the flax that we are also growing to make linen.  We ensure that the fall 

student groups help harvest our broom corn to make our brooms.  The kids and adults alike revel in the 

smell and feel of the different herbs, spices, 

and medicines that we grow for survival.   

The final thing we discussed, besides the  

incredible amount of work that goes into day

-to-day life in this time period, is the help 

that we get from nature in the form of sun, 

rain, pollinators and compost.  A bat and a 

mason bee house are shown to be near our 

garden, as our way of helping them survive 

as well as us.  We cannot, and do not do 

everything alone.   

Each group also played games and dipped 

candles in addition to seeing the house, 

black smith forge, barn, one-room school 

house and gardens.  And this year at the 

end of the day as everyone was climbing 

into the bus, we gave everyone a packet 

containing a cucumber seed, seed pod, cup, 

and a bookmark in a zip-lock bag to  

commemorate their time at Historic Point 

Basse.  Wood County Master Gardener  

Volunteer grant of $140.00 provided this 

send-off package as a remembrance of their 

day.  Thank you for helping us make this an 

excellent experience for our school groups. 

2018 Wakely School Groups 
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Matt Lippert, Wood County Agriculture Agent for Wood County, was a guest at our last membership 
meeting in August.  He talked about Jeremy’s vacant half time position and encouraged all MGV to 
contact their County Board Supervisor and explain the value of this Horticulture Advisor/Educator  
position for the MGV.  The following site will take you to the list of Supervisors and their contact  
information: https://www.co.wood.wi.us/CountyBoard/ 
This site will take you to a map of Wood County to locate your district. http://
woodwi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a4a68ecbd1b94d97bd93ef7980b4d427 
 
District 1 – Dave LaFontaine 
City of Marshfield-Wards 4 & 13;Town of Lincoln–Wards 1 & 2 
District 2 - Donna Rozar 
City of Marshfield-Wards 1-3, 18, 23 
District 3 - Michael J. Feirer 
City of Marshfield-Wards 9, 11, 14, 15, 19, 22 
District 4 - Jason Zaleski 
City of Marshfield-Wards 5,6,16,17 
District 5 - Adam G. Fischer 
City of Marshfield-Wards 7, 8,10 
District 6 - Allen W. Breu 
Towns of Arpin-Ward 2, Cameron, Marshfield, Richfield Wards 1-3, Village of Hewitt, City of Marsh-
field Wards 25-27 
District 7 - Robert Ashbeck 
Towns of Arpin-Ward 1 , Auburndale, Milladore, Sherry, Sigel-Ward 2; Villages of Auburndale & Mil-
ladore-Ward 1 
District 8 - Jake Hahn 
City of Pittsville, Towns of Cary, Cranmoor, Dexter, Hiles, Remington, Rock & Wood 
District 9 - William Winch 
City of Wisconsin Rapids-Wards 2, Towns of Arpin-Ward 3, Hansen, Seneca-Wards 1-3, Sigel-Ward 
3 & Villages of Arpin & Vesper 
District 10 - Mark Holbrook 
City of Wisconsin Rapids-Ward 1, Towns of Rudolph-Wards 1 & 2, Sigel-Ward 1 & Village of Rudolph 
District 11 - Kenneth A Curry 
City of Wisconsin Rapids-Wards 9-12 & 24, Town of Grand Rapids-Ward 11 & Village of Biron 
District 12 - Douglas Machon 
City of Wisconsin Rapids-Wards 6-8, 21, 22 
District 13 - Marion Hokamp 
City of Wisconsin Rapids-Wards 3-5,19, 23, Town of Grand Rapids-Ward 1 
District 14 - Dennis Polach 
City of Wisconsin Rapids-Wards 13-16 & 20 
District 15 - Bill Clendenning 
City of Wis Rapids- Wards 26-29; Town of Grand Rapids-Wards 5 & 7-10 
District 16 - Lance A. Pliml 
City of Wisconsin Rapids-Wards 17,18 & 25; Town of Grand Rapids-Wards 2, 3 & 6 
District 17 - Joseph H. Zurfluh 
Towns of Grand Rapids-Ward 4, Saratoga- Wards 4-6 & 9, Village of Port Edwards- Wards 1-3 
District 18 - Brad R. Hamilton 
City of Nekoosa-Wards 1-4, Town of Port Edwards-Wards 1-4 
District 19 - Bill L. Leichtnam 
Town of Saratoga-Wards 1-3 & 7, 8 

Contact your County Board Supervisor 

https://www.co.wood.wi.us/CountyBoard/
http://woodwi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a4a68ecbd1b94d97bd93ef7980b4d427
http://woodwi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a4a68ecbd1b94d97bd93ef7980b4d427
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ctl00$ctl00$MainContent$MainContent$MainContent$GridView1$ctl04$LinkButton1','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ctl00$ctl00$MainContent$MainContent$MainContent$GridView1$ctl06$LinkButton1','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ctl00$ctl00$MainContent$MainContent$MainContent$GridView1$ctl08$LinkButton1','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ctl00$ctl00$MainContent$MainContent$MainContent$GridView1$ctl12$LinkButton1','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ctl00$ctl00$MainContent$MainContent$MainContent$GridView1$ctl16$LinkButton1','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ctl00$ctl00$MainContent$MainContent$MainContent$GridView1$ctl18$LinkButton1','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ctl00$ctl00$MainContent$MainContent$MainContent$GridView1$ctl19$LinkButton1','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ctl00$ctl00$MainContent$MainContent$MainContent$GridView1$ctl20$LinkButton1','')
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Barb Kleifgen, Julie Carlsen, and I, Paula Klevene were co-captains of the 2018 spring plant 

sale.  What an adventure!  We learned so much, and were amazed by the helpful gardeners 

that we have in our group.  With the help of the past co-captains and a fantastic crew, and 

plant contributors we were able to pull off a successful, profitable plant sale despite the  

freezing temperatures.  But now, we want to step back and let the next group take a stab at it, 

we will not be doing it next year.  This is an opportunity for a new challenge, most of you, 

probably, have thoughts in your heads saying, "Hmmm, perhaps this idea would work better".  

Take that thought and go with it for next year's plant sale.  We are showing that you absolute-

ly will not have to do it the year after if you do not wish to, that's the fun of it.  So if any of you 

would like to try your hand with next year's plant sale please step up and make your intention 

known and we will give you all of the knowledge we can to help you succeed.  Just know that 

you will have a great group helping you all of the way through like we did. 

2019 Master Gardner Volunteer Spring Plant Sale 

Wood County Board of Supervisors designated Wild Parsnip as a noxious weed on March 21, 2017.  A noxious weed is a 
weed which is considered to be harmful to the environment or animals, especially one which may be the subject 
of regulations governing attempts to control it. 
 
Wood County Land and Water Conservation Department and Wood County UW-Extension are working with Wood County 
Towns and citizens to identify, locate, map and eradicate wild parsnip before it spreads throughout the county.  As Master 
Gardener Volunteers and within our mission of educating the public, we need to educate and encourage reporting of this 
weed. 
 
July 2018 update by the Wood County Land and Water Conservation Department:     

We know that 9 townships have wild parsnip within their borders.  Despite this, there are some positives to think 
about.  If there are only one or two plants in an area, a shovel to that taproot will kill it.  There is no need to go out 
and spend money on chemicals if you notice a couple near your mailbox.   
 
The seeds of wild parsnip do not have a very long life span.  Other seeds can stay dormant in the soil for 50 plus 
years, however wild parsnip can stay viable for only 4-5 years.  This means if you stay at it for a few years, you do 
have a good chance of getting rid of the plant.  
 
As long as control efforts are done before the plant produces seeds, any control is good control.  Even if you mow/
spray too early, the plant will be stressed out and produce less seed.  There is a time when mowing can be more 
effective.  The plant has a very large root in the early spring and it gets smaller as it sends the energy towards grow-
ing the plant.  The root shrinks as more top growth appears.  This is an ideal time to mow, cut, spray the plant be-
cause it will have less energy from the root available to put towards new growth, especially seed growth, and will 
likely die. This idea control time happens around the second week of July. 
 

When reporting wild parsnip, it is helpful to attach a picture to the report.  Two ways to report:   
 www.eddmaps.org Early Detection and Distribution Mapping System. 
Contact Wood County Land and Water Conservation staff at 715-421-8578 or swucherpfennig@co.wood.wi.us 
 
Wild Parsnip is a herbaceous plant that establishes as a rosette with upright leaves persisting for at least one year.  Plants 
flower in subsequent years (typically second or third year), but after plants flower, they die (monocarpic perennial).  Flowering 
stems are stout, hollowed, grooved and up to 5’ tall.  Sap contact with skin in the presence of sunlight can cause a rash that 
often leads to blisters and discoloration of the skin (phytophotodermatitis).  Wear gloves, long sleeves and pants when  
handling.  

 
Mechanical Control: Cut root at an angle 1-2” below soil surface. Mowing can be effective if timed 
after the emergence of flower heads, but before seeds enlarge. Plants may re-sprout and still flower, 
but rarely produce viable seed. Mowing when there are mature seeds will spread seed. Repeat  
annually for 3-5 years.  
Chemical Control: Spot treat rosettes with 2, 4-D, metsulfuron methyl, or glyphosate. Spot treat adult plants mid-May to  
mid-June with metsulfuron methyl plus a surfactant. 

Wild Parsnip – “noxious weed” 

http://www.eddmaps.org
mailto:swucherpfennig@co.wood.wi.us
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Dates below are from Sept 1, 2017 to Sept. 30, 2018. You may have submitted your hours before the September 2017 
meeting so I am including it on this list, and the September 2018 meeting has not yet been held.  Besides the educational 
programs presented at our monthly meetings we may count events you have attended such as Garden Expo, Garden  
Visions, tours of public gardens, visits to botanical gardens, etc. Also you may get hours for TV and radio shows such as 
WPR's Garden Talk with Larry Meiller, or other garden podcasts.  
 

 

Sept. 26, 2017 Cranberry Program by Matt Lippert 1 hour 

Oct. 24, 2017 Micro greens by Jeremy Erickson 1 hour 

Oct. 28, 2017 Fall Seminar 3 hours 

Nov. 28, 2017 Tour of Italy with Paula Klevene 1 hour 

Mar. 27, 2018 Farm Technology by Sue Wilford 1 hour 

Apr. 7, 2018 Spring Seminar 3 hours 

April 24, 2018 ColdSnap Aquaponics with Pam 

Walker 

1 hour 

May 22, 2018 "Ask a Master Gardner" by Sue Wil-

ford 

1 hour 

June 26, 2018 The School at Altenburg's Farm 1 hour 

July 24, 2018 Tour Marshfield Community Gardens 1 hour 

Aug. 28, 2018 Garden Tour & Pot Luck Supper-

Rome Library 

1 hour 

Sep 25, 2018 "Do Plants Think" Dr. Amundson 

  

Not held 

yet 

Don’t forget!  Don’t be late -- If hours are not submitted, your MGV certification may be in question.  The state 
needs our total hours by the middle of October.  In Jeremy’s absence, Barb Herreid and Sue Wilford will be  
collecting, recording and submitting the hours to the state.  Volunteer hours are due by October 1

st
. Forms may 

be found at https://wood-county-master-gardeners.org/forms-and-documents/ 
  

There are two ways to submit hours:   
Send to MGV email address:  woodcountymga@gmail.com 
Send papers to: 

Wood County – UW Extension 
400 Market Street 
PO Box 8095 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-8095 

 
Other forms due by October 1

st
: 

Project Authorization and Funding Request Form – used for WCMGV projects to be approved by Project 
Authorization Committee and to request funding for such projects. 

Project Self Evaluation Form – completed by Project Chair(s) annually for a self-evaluation of WCMGV  
project. 

Grant Application for Youth/Adult Education Project – completed only if requesting grant monies from 
WCMGV for youth/adult education projects. 

 Year End Tally of Community Education – used by all WCMGV to track number of contacts with the public  
      regarding horticultural education  

Volunteer Hours Due by October 1st 

WCMGV Continuing Education Hours 

https://wood-county-master-gardeners.org/forms-and-documents/
mailto:woodcountymga@gmail.com


Wood County Master Gardeners Volunteers                                                                                                                               

Newsletter Editor 

Peg Klinkhammer 

mklinkhammer@assumptio

ncatholicschools.org 

715-569-4271 

Please send items for inclusion 

in the  newsletter by the 10th 

of the month. 

Public Relations Chair 

Karen Thlacac 

ktlachac@yahoo.com 

715-697-3911   

Lead time for television and 

newspaper is four weeks. Call 

Karen for clarification of dates 

and deadlines. 

Wisconsin Master Gardeners 

Website: http://

wimastergardener.org 

Wood County Extension 

Website: http://

wood.uwex.edu 

WCMGV Website: http://

www.wood-county-master-

gardeners.org 

2018 WCMGV Board of Directors 

 
President—Famia Marx 

mapallc@tds.net  

715-652-2405   

Vice  President—Paula Klevene 

paula.klevene@gmail.com  

715-886-5702  

Secretary—Sue Wilford 

swilford@tds.net 

715-652-6129 

Treasurer—Barb Herreid 

bherreid@wctc.net 

715-325-2075 

Director—Karleen Remington 

remington@tznet.com 

715-387-1863 

Director—Bob Cline 

stonegate@tds.net 

715-569-4202 

 

Director—Jen Fane 

jeni@wctc.net  

715-325-1770  

Director—Donna Streiff 

streiffonclay@tds.net 

715-207-6218 

Communications Rep.—Chris Grimes 

chgrimes@wctc.net 

715-424-2878 

Interim Historian-—Shelby Weister 

 

Immediate Past President and WIMGA 

Rep—Ruth Cline 

stonegate@tds.net 

715-569-4202 

The Wood County Master Gardener Association is a non-profit organization with a mission to educate and share information with its members and the community alike. In addition, 

it is our charge to promote the UW Extension from which we are founded. We are a diverse group interested in the latest research-based horticultural information. 

 

WCMGV Meetings and Notices 

 
Sept 15-16, 2018: Fall Plant Sale, Marshfield Maple Fall Fest 
 
Sept. 25, 2018: Membership meeting, 7:00 p.m., Wood Town Hall, Pittsville 
 
October 4, 2018: Continuing Education Team Meeting, 1 p.m., UWEX Courthouse  
 
October 23, 2018: Membership meeting, 7:00 p.m., MARS 
 
October 27, 2018:  Fall Garden Seminar, 8:00-12:00 p.m., UW Marshfield 
 
November 27, 2018: Membership meeting, 7:00 p.m., WR Courthouse 
  
Committees, teams, project leaders, BODs, are encouraged to send meeting notices for this column.  Many members wish to attend and 
help with various WCMGV events. Please let Chris Grimes or newsletter editor know dates and times as soon as they are scheduled.    
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