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The Wood County Master Gardener Association is a non-profit organization with a mission to educate and share information with its members and the community alike. In addition, it is
our charge to promote the UW Extension from which we are founded. We are a diverse group interested in the latest research-based horticultural information.

WCMGV 2019 Program Information
Succulent Pumpkin
Planting

All About Hemp

With Matt Lippert, Wood County Agricultural Agent

With Diane Urban

August 27, 7:00 p.m. Wood County Courthouse,
Room 114

September 24, 5:30 p.m.
Urban Greenhouse

HEMP…..a hot new topic and crop in the Wisconsin
agricultural world. What is hemp? Why have some
farmers come to view it as an important part of their
ag planning process? What challenges are faced in
growing hemp? How much hemp is being grown in
Wood County? Who processes hemp after
harvest and how is that done? What
legal issues impact growing and
processing hemp?
Matt Lippert, Wood County
Agricultural Agent, will answer these
questions and others you may have at
our August WCMGV meeting.

Diane Urban of Urban
Greenhouse will be
presenting a
demonstration
entitled
“Succulent Pumpkin
Planting.” This should
be a fun garden
idea for fall/
winter
enjoyment.
Bring your own
chair! Dress for
weather! No heat
is available!
Program will start
at 5:30 pm. Note
new time!
6293 Hwy 13-34
Rudolph, WI 54475
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President’s Message
It’s been a pretty wild summer so
far. Rain, heat, wind, storms,
cooler, sunny for a few days and the
cycle seems to start again. I’ve
seen some pretty, fantastic gardens
this summer in spite of mother
nature, or maybe because of her.
Trees topple, the landscape
changes. One person I know is
happily planning a small pool where
that big old maple tree crashed.
Another madly moving shade plants
to a different spot. Maybe planning
a trip to the maple fall fest to pick
up a few new plants. Enjoy what’s
left of summer.
Famia

Please email to Famia Marx any items
needing to be placed on the agenda for the meeting 5 days before the meeting.

2019 Master Gardener Volunteer Monthly Programs
*Marshfield Ag Research Station (MARS)

Date/Time

Location

Topic/Guest Speaker

August 27 –
7:00pm

WR Courthouse Room 114

All about Hemp – Matt Lippert

September 24 –
5:30pm

Urban Gardens - Rudolph

Succulent Pumpkin Planting
Demonstration – Diane Urban

October 22 –
7:00pm

MARS

November 19 –
6:00pm OR
7:00pm

McMillan Library (6:00)
or MARS (7:00)
(tent.)

Tour of Soil Testing Laboratory
Andrew Stammer
Using the Learning Store Website
Sue Wilford
Garden Tour of England and Wales
Gardens Barb Herreid, Chris Griffith,
Micky Erickson
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Wood County Master Gardener Volunteer Membership Meeting
July 23, 2019
Jen Fane Garden, Nekoosa, WI
1 Hour Program
The Wood County Master Gardener Volunteers met at Jen Fane’s home near Nekoosa at 7 PM for
an hour long garden tour, Vermiculture Display and Q & A session.
The business meeting was called to order by President Famia Marx at 7:59 PM
Minutes: Bob Cline moved and Mary Czaja seconded that the minutes from the June, 2019
meeting be approved as written. Motion carried.
The Financial Report was presented by Famia Marx. Karleen Remington moved and Barb
Kleifgen seconded that the report be accepted as presented. Motion carried.
Extension Update: Janell Wehr (1) On-line hours reporting is now up and running. (2) The
first Training session is being planned for early August at Marshfield UW Stevens Point Campus.
Janell will send out a blanket email to all members with complete details. Training sessions for
online reporting planned for both ends of the county. Exact dates have not yet been set. (2)
Level 1 training will be held in January through April of 2020 from 5:30 to 8:30 PM. Location:
Town of Wood Hall, Pittsville. (3) Mentors needed for class of 2020. Let Janell know if you are
interested. A Mentoring Program System for WCMGV is being reviewed. Mentor training session
planned for later this year. (4) Hmong Garden Workshop planned for September; information
about event in August Newsletter. (5) Please contact Janell with any questions.
Old Business:
Garden Walk Report – Turn in garden walk tickets/money/signage to Jeanne Osgood tonight.
Full report on 2019 Garden Walk by Barb Herreid at August 27 MG meeting.
New Business:
Central Wisconsin State Fair: Ruth Cline asked members to sign-up to assist Judges at
(1) Junior Fair Youth Judging and
(2) WCMGV Booth/Display at the Fair. Both of these areas are fun and educational and share
with the public who the Wood County Master Gardeners are and what we do for the communities
in Wood County. Both events bring WCMGV face-to-face with the public.
Fall Plant Sale/Marshfield: Sept. 14-15 Wildwood Park, Marshfield Maple Fest: Members
asked to collect plant materials that can be used for dried arrangements at plant sale. Sign-up
sheet provided for members working/bringing plant materials. Additional information will be
available at August 27th MG meeting. Contact Famia with Plant Sale questions!
WIMGA Grants: Reminder that reports on two grants received in 2019, are due July 31 to
WIMGA.
Project Leader Request:
Help needed to spread mulch at Fairgrounds Gardens: Aug. 6 th or
th
rain date August 8 .
Email sent out to members with more information.
Any other projects need of help? Wakely garden issue, something chewing off plant leaves;
leave lay, don’t eat. Members suggested several ideas, rabbits, install trail camera, geese, etc.
Motion by Audrey Brundidge; seconded by Jan Sabin that the meeting be adjourned. Motion
carried at 8:37 PM.
Submitted by Acting Secretary, Ruth Cline
Members Attending: Shirley Anderson, Jill Becker, Annette Bowden, Audrey Brundidge,
Julie Carlsen, Bob Cline, Ruth Cline, Mary Czaja, Jennifer Fane, Patricia Farley, Fern Fregien,
Laurie Francis, Barb Kleifgen, Paula Klevene, Bea Kohl, Famia Marx, Jeanne Osgood, Karleen
Remington, Deb Rokke, Ann Rozner, Janet Sabin, Roberta Stolt, Penn Wilkes, Joanne Wilkinson.
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September Garden Guide

from Portage County Master Gardeners Volunteers





























Allowing September rose blooms to stay on plants
aids in winter protection. Watch for black spot on
roses and remove infected leaves.
Lift gladiolus corms when leaves begin to brown.
Dry in sun a few days.
Divide most perennials except asters and mums,
which haven’t bloomed.
Divide and replant peony roots. Avoid planting too
deeply.
Bring coleus, geranium, caladium and begonias
indoors.
Place amaryllis in cool basement for a 3-month rest
period.
To set buds, Christmas cacti require a rest period
and cool nights (55 degrees.)
Sow snapdragons, cornflowers and other hardy
annuals a few weeks before the first frost date.
Mark where planted to avoid damaging seedlings in
spring.
Carefully inspect spring flowering bulbs before
planting. Discard soft bulbs.
Remove newly set tomatoes, blossoms and new
growth five weeks before expected frost because
they won’t have time to mature.
Sow annual ryegrass or oats for winter cover and
green manure in beds that won’t be planted until
late in spring. Keep watered.
Remove all weeds from garden before they go to
By Kristian Peters -- Fabelfroh 09:38, 2 January 2007 (UTC) Self-photographed, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://
seed.
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1516613
Pinch out the growing points at the top of Brussels
sprout stems so bottom sprouts will reach maturity.
Watch for early frosts. Cover the garden when frost is predicted to obtain up to another
month of growth. Water plants well for greater frost protection and maximum growth.
Cut back perennials after frost.
Dig and pot parsley, chives and tender herbs for transfer indoors to sunny window.
For better keeping, harvest carrots, beets and turnips before first frost kills foliage.
Gather squash, pumpkins and gourds when ripe and before frost damage. Leave 2-inch stem
on vegetable for better storage.
Clear garden beds immediately after harvest. Destroy any diseased plants by burning,
composting in a hot pile or sealing in container for disposal.
Early September is the latest time to plant spring-flowering shrubs.
Aerate lawn when temperature is 60-70 degrees.
Stop planting evergreens by mid-September.
Harvest pears when light green. Separate from branch with slight twisting motion.
Harvest grapes. Fertilize with one-cup bone meal per plant.
Harvest apples. Rake leaves and fallen fruit from apple trees to control disease and inspect
problems next year. Be careful not to injure long-lived fruiting spurs when harvesting.
Cut out spent raspberry and blackberry canes after fruiting.

Wood County Master Gardeners Volunteers

5

Garden Walk 2019
Many thanks to the Wood County community, but especially to our members who
volunteered to make this event happen – our 20th annual Garden Walk. Even though our
attendance was down this year, the amount raised still represents a healthy share of our
annual funds in support of community education and in-the-ground projects. This event
could never take place without the efforts of the Garden Walk committee members as well
as other members who volunteered and worked hard to ensure all aspects of the day went
smoothly. It is very heartwarming to see the smiles of appreciation from the attendees as
they tour the gardens!
First and foremost, it is the garden owners who work in preparation over several months
prior to the one day that their garden is open to visitors. Unfortunately, just a week later
on July 20th, the severe storm greatly affected at least two of the gardens from this year’s
walk. Downed trees in both yards affected not only their garden beds but also portions of
their houses. Each is taking it very stoically during the clean-up period – we wish them the
best.
We’re currently searching for gardens for the future – how about yours? We really like to
offer at least one Master Gardener garden in the Walk each year. Please contact Barb
Herreid (bherreid@wctc.net) to suggest a garden – either yours or another one that you’re
aware of.
Denise Larson and Barb Herreid
Garden Walk co-chairs
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WCMGV Events at the Marshfield Central Wisconsin State Fair
Each year interested WCMGVs sign up to assist at the Central Wisconsin State Fair. There
are two events at which WCMGV have traditionally helped: The Youth Judging and the
WCMGV Display Booth.



Youth Judging: August 19 th, 2019
Two time shifts: 2-5 p.m. OR 5-8 p.m.
Email Ruth Cline with your preference.

If you have not helped with this project in the past but are interested in learning more
about the youth judging project, please email Ruth for more information. Master
Gardeners will not be doing the judging, but rather helping the judge as needed with tasks
such as placing ribbons on produce, placing produce on display shelves, paperwork,
keeping area organized and moving along. This is a group volunteer project so there will
be other MGs working with you. This is a fun and educational project where you learn from
the judge as they place each entry.



WCMGV Booth/Display at the fair : August 20,21,22,23,24,25
Staffed by 2 Master Gardeners daily during each shift.
Two time shifts: 10-2 p.m. OR 2—6 p.m.
One-Day gate pass will be available for those working in the booth.
Email Ruth Cline with your preference.

Sue Wilford and Ruth Cline are the Co-Chairs for this event. One or both will be on the
fairgrounds daily to assist in the booth as needed. This is a group volunteer project so
there will be other MGs working with you. This booth/display brings Horticulture
information to the general public via a face-to-face meeting with WCMGVs, and provides
handouts/other resources for continued learning after the fair is over!

Sign-up sheets will be available at July 23 membership meeting.
WCMGV Artistic Talents needed to enhance booth/display at Fair
Calling all WCMGV members: Your help is needed. We are
working on the display/booth for the Central Wisconsin State
Fair Marshfield. We invite you to create a small table top
display to enhance our new presentation this year. We know
that each of our members have hidden talents yet to be
tapped!
Some ideas: Herb display, Succulent garden, Fairy Garden,
Container Garden, Display thriller, spiller, filler with simple
“How to Do instructions”, or come up with your own
educational creation!
Please sign–up at the July 23 membership meeting. Questions:
email Ruth Cline stonegate@tds.net.
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Working with LHS students at Growing Friends Community Garden
One of my favorite gardening quotes is “Plant carrots in January and you’ll never have to
eat carrots.” Seems obvious but for some it is not. All Master Gardeners love to plant,
nourish and yes, even weed. But a primary objective for all MG’s is to learn and
disseminate that knowledge to others. Towards that end, a connection formed between
the Master Gardeners and students of Lincoln High School AG teacher, Jeremy Radtke. Mr.
Radtke has invited interested students in his classes to volunteer to work with a Master
Gardener. Students have helped with projects including the Welcome Signs and Community
Gardens. They have shoveled mulch, planted, weeded, watered and harvested. More
importantly, they have been able to ask questions about plants, organic gardening, pest
control and composting. “What kind of plant is that?” “Do you have to plant those every
year?” “Why can’t we just spray something on it?” “This is a potato beetle?” “When do you
know it’s time to pick it?” All great questions and ones that arise because of this
relationship between students and Master Gardeners.
Former LHS student and MG partner, Maddie Tokarski, told me, “When I’m working outside, I NEVER get tired!” Sounds like someone with the heart of a gardener. If we have the
opportunity to educate and share our passion with others, we need to seize it. As long as
we do, following generations will have a better understanding of gardening and all its
associated practices. Thanks to Mr. Radtke and students for your interest and support of
the Wood County Master Gardeners.
Submitted by Joni Raulin

Fall Plant Sale Work Tasks
For those of you signed up or wishing to sign up, here is a list of tasks we will be doing
during the weekend of the plant sale. I will be in contact with those of you that signed up
and for those wanting to sign up see me or call me.
Set-up: Friday, September 13, 9:00-4:00 p.m.
Tasks include setting up tents and tables, bringing in and unloading plants, pricing and
checking plants, putting out signs for the plants, putting out and pricing garden related
items and books, creating and arranging dried plants as time permits
Saturday, September 14, 8:30-4:30
Tasks include setting out plant signs, answering questions, hauling plants to cars, manning
the cash box and covering plants in the evening before leaving. A great opportunity to use
or learn your sales skills. Shifts are from 8:30-12:00 and 12:00-4:30
Sunday, September 15, 8:30-4:30
Tasks and shifts are the same as Saturday. In addition, the afternoon shift needs to take
down tents, clean and take down tables, collect leftover plants, pick up plant sale signs
and clean up the area.
Weekend will be over before you know it; time to relax.
Thanks,
Famia
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

New Zoo Crew Chair Needed
The Master Gardener Volunteer project Wisconsin Rapids Zoo and Horticulture Education Center will
need a new leader for the 2021 season—a Zoo Crew Chair. Mary Kay York is retiring after 20
years. Thank you to Mary Kay for her long years of service.
Master Gardeners and other community volunteers compose the Zoo Crew. The crew works on a
designated day and time, and all Zoo Crew members work on all the gardens, from Memorial Day
until the week before Labor Day. The Zoo Crew is responsible for design, preparation, planting,
maintaining and cleaning up the gardens within the Zoo. The Zoo Crew Chair, with consultation
from the team, is in charge of the design, implementation and evaluation of the gardens. The Chair
is also responsible for submitting the project proposal for the gardens to Wood County Master
Gardeners, as well as submitting the proposal for the Horticultural Education Center located in the
Petting Zoo. Funds are used for perennials and annuals for the gardens at the Zoo.

The present gardens at the Zoo are all themed. There is an Alphabet, Grandma's, Cottage, Shade,
Children's, Native, Meditation, Raised Flowering, Butterfly, Rock Sign, Faerie, Gate, 4 raised
gardens, and Entrance Garden. In the past few years, several perennials have been added to the
plantings to save on costs. There is an irrigation system in place and the city provides compost and
mulch for the project.
In the Education Center, there is a bulletin board with information supporting the gardening
program in the Zoo gardens. There are handouts on horticulture and also related handouts from the
Extension available for zoo visitors
The Zoo Crew works well with the Zoo keeper and city is very supportive of the Crew’s work. The
City of Wisconsin Rapids does have a long range plan for the Zoo, which includes the gardens. The
Zoo Gardens average over 200 visitors every day of the season.
The rewards are the great comments heard from all the people
who visit the Zoo!!!!
If anyone is interested they can contact Mary Kay York.

Extension Update
ORS is now live. Please feel free to begin uploading your hours. If you are having troubles logging in
or have any questions, please reach out to me at the Extension office. I am typically in the office
Tuesday 8-4, Wednesday 8-2, and Thursday 8-4. We can schedule a time to trouble shoot any
problems you may have and if necessary, upload all your hours into the system.
I am currently working on hosting a ORS training in Wisconsin Rapids, similar to what was held in
Marshfield. As soon as I have a room arranged, I will have an email sent out. Please watch for emails
from Chris Grimes. This likely will not happen until after the fair, and possibly not until the
beginning of September. I appreciate your patience and encourage everyone to contact me with any
questions or concerns. My office number is 715.421.8440; my email is janell.wehr@wisc.edu.
I also want to let everyone know this is the last year we will be able to include travel time in
volunteer reporting hours. Unfortunately, due to liability concerns, travel will no longer included in
future years, starting with 2020. Please continue to include that time for this year’s reporting of
hours, however.
The community gardens in Wisconsin Rapids will be hosting Hmong Garden Day, Saturday September
21, from 12-2PM at the Growing Friends Community Garden at the corner of Hill St and Spruce Ave
in Wisconsin Rapids. All are invited. If you are interested in helping out, please contact the
extension office at 715.421.8440.
Level 1 Training will begin January 2020. Look for more information soon! If you know anyone who is
interested in joining the Wood County Master Gardeners, please tell them to reach out to the
extension office.
From Janell Wehr
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2019 WCMGV Board of Directors
President—Famia Marx
mapallc@tds.net
715-652-2405

Director—Bob Cline
stonegate@tds.net
715-569-4202

Vice President—Bob Cline
stonegate@tds.net
715-569-4202

Director—Jen Fane
jeni@wctc.net
715-325-1770

Secretary—Sue Wilford
swilford@tds.net
715-652-6129

Director—Donna Streiff
streiffonclay@tds.net
715-207-6218

Treasurer—Barb Herreid
bherreid@wctc.net
715-325-2075

Communications Rep.—Chris
Grimes
chgrimes@wctc.net
715-424-2878

Director—Karleen Remington

karleenbobremington@gmail.com.

715-387-1863

Newsletter Editor
Peg Klinkhammer
WCMGVs@gmail.com
715-569-4271

Please send items for inclusion in
the newsletter by the 10th of
the month.

Public Relations Chair
Karen Thlacac
ktlachac@yahoo.com
715-697-3911

Lead time for television and
newspaper is four weeks. Call
Karen for clarification of dates
and deadlines.
Wisconsin Master Gardeners
Website: http://
wimastergardener.org
Wood County Extension Website: http://wood.uwex.edu
WCMGV Website: http://
www.wood-county-mastergardeners.org

Immediate Past President and
WIMGA Rep—Ruth Cline
stonegate@tds.net
715-569-4202

The Wood County Master Gardener Association is a non-profit organization with a mission to educate and share information with its members and the community alike. In addition, it is our
charge to promote the UW Extension from which we are founded. We are a diverse group interested in the latest research-based horticultural information.

WCMGV Meetings and Notices
August 20, 2019: WCMGV Garden Seminar, Those **** Garden Pests, 6 -7:30 pm., Rome Library
September 12, 2019: WIMGA Fall Leadership Conference, Wausau
September 14, 2019: WIMGA Fall Leadership Conference, Madison
September 14-15, 2019: WCMGV Fall Plant Sale, 9-4 (Sat.) 9-2 (Sun.), Wildwood Park, Marshfield
September 17, 2019: WCMGV Garden Seminar, Food Preservation, 6-7:30 pm., Rome Library
September 20, 2019: WIMGA Fall Leadership Conference, Eau Claire
October 7, 2019: WCMGV Coffee & Garden Talks, Harvest/Getting gardens ready for Winter, 1 -3
p.m., Lester Public Library of Vesper

October 8, 2019: WCMGV Coffee & Garden Talks, Harvest/Getting gardens ready for Winter, 6 -8
p.m., Lester Public Library of Arpin
October 15, 2019: WCMGV Garden Seminar, Put your gardens to Bed, 6 -7:30 pm., Rome Library
October 26, 2019: WIMGA Annual Meeting, Dreyfuss Center, Stevens Point

Committees, teams, project leaders, BODs, are encouraged to send meeting notices for this column. Many members wish to attend and help with
various WCMGV events. Please let Chris Grimes or newsletter editor know dates and times as soon as they are scheduled.
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