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Hello 2023 and Happy New Year to all!  It’s a 
time of new beginnings; a time to take stock 
of what we have, where we’ve been, and 
where we’re going. After the Christmas decor 
is put away, I use this time to do things I 
surely don’t want to do in the Spring when 
the weather starts warming up. That means 
taxes, purging things from closets, and clean-
ing kitchen cupboards.  A more fun activity is 
relaxing with a cuppa something and that 
nice, new garden catalog, (after a quick re-
view of my garden journal’s “ things to do 
next year” list) to  study, ponder, and plan 
how to bring my garden vision to fruition. 
 
For Wood County Master Gardeners, it’s the same. January is a time to review where we are and 
where we want to be. Our work has started already with several committees. Audit Committee met to 
ensure our financial books are in order.  Project Approval/ Funding and Budget Committee both met 
and sent their recommendations to the Board of Directors. Programs is making plans for our monthly 
education and the Board met to begin the planning process for another great year of teaching, learn-
ing, and growing. 
 
In life, every year brings changes and challenges.  The past few years have certainly shown that. 
We have also seen them in the MG program. I believe the work we do is important and, for me, 
working in coordination with all of you is fun and rewarding, in spite of any challenges.  My hope and 
vision is that this year we can build on the successes of last year, begin to revive some of our favor-
ite activities of the past,  support each other as we navigate project priorities and deal with technolo-
gy, and have fun. Now, like with our own gardens, it’s time for all of us to “study and plan”  how to 
bring our mission to fruition. 
 
Feel free to contact me or any board member for questions or concerns.  I hope to see you all some-
time this summer!   
 
Chris  
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New Year Reminders 
The new year’s ORS is not yet open.  Until the ORS is open, keep track of your hours on paper. 

However if you go to the ORS site, you will be able to watch about 20 minutes of videos instructing 

you on the way to submit your Terms of Acceptance for 2023, and how to use the ORS.  It you 

watch all the videos, you can claim .6 hours of C.E.  There are detailed videos on how to use the 

ORS to enter your hours for volunteering and education.  If you were confused on how all this works, 

these videos are great for clearing up any questions you might have. 

Remember, you must complete the Terms of Acceptance before you can enter any hours.  Be sure 

to hit the Submit button at the top of the page to record all your answers.  If you completed it 

last year, you do not have to do it again.  If your contact info changed, please update there 

too. Still have questions?  Contact wimastergardener@extension.wisc.edu.  

 

Garden Guru speaker sub needed on April 17 

As of now, the scheduled program is “Basic Garden Planning and Planting”.  I have a Powerpoint, 

slide notes, and a handout already prepared.  I need someone to present this program, either in per-

son or via Zoom if you prefer, at the Marshfield library on April 17 at 6pm.  This is the program we 

usually do in April just before gardening season gets underway.  It’s a fairly easy topic for most 

MGVs.  I can get copies of the PPT and notes to you ahead of time.  The other alternative is to pre-

sent a program of your own instead.  I need to know by early March which option you would prefer if 

you decide to sub for me, so the library can do their marketing.  Thanks for considering this oppor-

tunity.  If you are skeptical about doing an education program, this is a good one to start with.    

—Donna 

 

The class Plant Diagnostics is again being offered for a reduced price to MGVs.  It is supposed to 

start Feb. 1 and is self guided, except for 1 or 2  Zoom meetings.  It is actively monitored until April 

30.  Cost for MGVs is $49.  Register online at  Plant Diagnostics: The Step-by-Step Approach to Identifying 

Plant Problems – Wisconsin Horticulture .  It is a great help to Janell if some of us can answer the ques-

tions that come into the office in the summer. 

 

 

Note from the Editor  

I need the articles for the newsletter at least two days before the First of the month. I have been get-

ting articles very late which makes it hard to get the newsletter out on time. When an article is sub-

mitted at the last minute, it means the pages have to be reworked and often articles need to be jug-

gled around to make it all fit and still look nice and be readable. Please make every attempt to get 

articles turned in within a day or two of Chris’ reminder on the 25th of every month. Your editor 

thanks you for your consideration!  

Help please!! 

mailto:wimastergardener@extension.wisc.edu
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/plant-diagnostics-course/
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/plant-diagnostics-course/
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Education Opportunities for C. E. Hours 
Melinda Myers Free Webinars 
 
Feb. 8, 6:30 p.m. central      "Indoor Container Garden Design & Display Ideas"  
Elevate your indoor garden with striking and seasonal indoor container combinations. We plan and 
plant outdoor containers to maximize their beauty and often overlook the opportunity to do the 
same with our houseplants. Designing and care of terrariums, dish gardens and other container 
combinations will be covered. Then we’ll explore ways to display them to maximize their visual ap-
peal and longevity. This webinar is free, but registration is required. 
Register here 

Feb. 15,  6:30 p.m. central        "10 Tips for Growing Better Dahlias"  
Take the mystery out of growing dahlias with these ten tips. Increasing growing success and flower-
ing starts with proper planting. Follow this with staking, pinching, pruning and routine flower care for 
beautiful blooms to enjoy in the garden and bouquets. Dahlias require a little more time and atten-
tion than many other flowering plants, but your efforts will be rewarded with a bounty of beautiful 
blooms and a sense of accomplishment.  This webinar is free, but registration is required. 
Register here 

Feb. 22, 2022, 6:30 p.m. central  "Grow Beautiful Water Gardens Free of Invasive Plants" Don’t let 
their beauty fool you. Aquatic invasive plants escape our gardens and landscapes invading natural 
spaces, disrupting habitat and diminishing water quality. Some of these plants were added in the 
past before we became aware of their invasive nature and negative impact on the environment. Oth-
ers are being sold illegally online and purchased by unsuspecting gardeners. Learn to identify the 
top aquatic invasive plants and ways to manage the problem in your garden and nearby natural 
spaces.   This webinar is free, but registration is required. 
Register here 

Melinda Myers will be at Garden Expo in Madison, the WCBA's Home Building & Remodeling EXPO in 

West Bend, Fe. 4 and the NARI Milwaukee Spring Home Improvement Show , West Allis, Feb 17-19 

 

 

UW Extension Horticulture Get Ready to Garden Again Series 
 

Indoor Plant Care During Winter     Wednesday, February 8, 12:00 p.m. 
Presented by: Johanna Oosterwyk, DC Smith Greenhouse Manager, UW-Madison 
Description: Join us to learn how you can keep your indoor plants thriving through late winter. You 
will learn how to recognize common pests on indoor plants and management options. We will also 
discuss maintenance practices that you can use to minimize indoor plant problems and keep your 
plants growing healthy.  

Registration link: https://uwmadison.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9YSYwk1IS56sA9xUKqI2UQ 
 

Rejuvenating Neglected Apple Trees   Wednesday, February 15, 12:00 p.m. 
Presented by: Darrin Kimbler, Agriculture Educator, UW-Madison Division of Extension Iron County 
Description: Do you have old and overgrown apple trees that need some attention? Then make 
sure to join us to learn about how to properly prune these neglected apple trees to support fruit pro-
duction and prevent diseases. We will discuss correct pruning techniques including timing and en-
couraging proper tree structure. 
Registration Link: https://uwmadison.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lzav64T8Q2OHcALwvBci5w 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=49900550&msgid=401182&act=RUKU&c=1461768&pid=10895047&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_a62wRW_PQoCXl3OA3FVDaA&cf=10532&v=ba3cc7ab2d11249cd9f64ad7e0248eb4ddff3f736a3f78e33898d019b27a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=49900550&msgid=401182&act=RUKU&c=1461768&pid=10895047&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_yRsPetopS5mYt_K3g2TnyA&cf=10532&v=e4e884261e7a7fcf3978ad44104d79097d068584a4bbce0b6e0b671efdce
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=49900550&msgid=401182&act=RUKU&c=1461768&pid=10895047&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_tbxB-OaeQiOttSnaGxCz3A&cf=10532&v=272c2367913dfa0b08ae360fcefec1047ab8b450e4ac3a9dd8ef48857e70
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9YSYwk1IS56sA9xUKqI2UQ
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lzav64T8Q2OHcALwvBci5w


 

January-February 2023   4 

Planning for a Seed Saving Vegetable Garden Wednesday, February 22, 12:00 p 

Presented by: Lisa Johnson, Horticulture Outreach Specialist, UW-Madison Division of Extension 
Dane County 
Description: Saving seeds is a great way to keep your favorite garden vegetables for next year, 
but there are some things you need to know before you plant. You will learn about the different 
plant life cycles, preventing cross pollination, and which crops are the best for home gardeners to 
grow for seed saving.  
Registration Link: https://uwmadison.zoom.us/webinar/register/

WN_O4PQVZQlTOWZZoc3T8AFxQ  

 

Recordings from last year’s webinars, if you missed them, are at the bottom of the page at: 
Webinars for WI Gardeners – Wisconsin Horticulture  
 

There are also recordings of webinars on various topics from the past at: 
Videos – Wisconsin Horticulture  
 

The Extension Horticulture website is a treasure trove of educational articles, videos, webinars and courses.  You can 
get on the Horticulture email list to be notified of educational opportunities at: 
Stay informed about Extension gardening learning opportunities!  
 

 

From the Plant Disease Diagnotic Clinic 
 

Dr. Brian Hudelson will be giving monthly webinars on diseases.  This is the list of topics for 2023 

 

January 25- Fundamentals of Plant Diseases 

February 22- Growing Healthy Plants - Basics in Plant Disease Management 

March 22- Dr. Death's Plant Disease Predictions for 2023 

April 26- The Science (and Art) of Plant Disease Diagnosis 

May 24- New and Emerging Plant Diseases 

June 21- Vegetable Diseases 

July 26- Diseases of Herbaceous Ornamentals 

August 23- Deciduous Tree and Shrub Diseases 

September 27- The Bad and the Ugly: Ten Plants Diseases NOT to Compost 

October 25- Diseases of Houseplants 

November 15- Diseases of Evergreens 

December 13-Ten Cool Diseases You Can Learn to Love (and Identify by Eye) 

 

To find descriptions of each webinar and to register for any or all of them go to: 
2023 PDDC Plant Disease Talks | Plant Disease Diagnostics Clinic (wisc.edu)  
 
 
Editor’s note:  This should give you plenty of opportunities for earn your C.E. hours. Keep this copy 
of the newsletter for  the links to the sources for Melinda Myers, the Hort website, and the PDDC.  
Sometimes programs come up right after a newsletter is published and are over before the next 
newsletter comes out. By checking the sites, you can catch programs that may not make the publi-
cation dates of the newsletter. 

Education Opportunities for C. E. Hours 

https://uwmadison.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_O4PQVZQlTOWZZoc3T8AFxQ
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_O4PQVZQlTOWZZoc3T8AFxQ
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/mini-webinars-for-gardeners/
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/videos/
https://signup.e2ma.net/signup/1919891/1915401/
https://pddc.wisc.edu/2023-pddc-plant-disease-talks/
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Enlist Wisconsin Gardeners to Help Manage Aquatic Invasive Plant Species 

by Melinda Myers 
 

Spread the word and help make a difference by participating in North America National Invasive 
Species Awareness Week February 20-26. You have the attention of the garden enthusiasts and 
homeowners that we need to reach with this message, so we can make a difference in our environ-
ment now and in the future. 

 

Aquatic invasive species (AIS) impact everyone in our 
state, whether you enjoy boating, swimming, fishing, 
hunting, or recreating in or near the many lakes, wa-
terways, and wetlands in Wisconsin. Keeping them 
free of invasive plants is critical for maintaining our en-
joyment and the health of our waterways. With your 
help, we can spread the word and enlist more people 
to help. 

 

Your audiences come to you with a wide range of ex-
periences and an understanding of this garden-related 
issue. Explaining the What, Why, and How of invasive 
species can help them identify ways they can get in-
volved and make a difference. 

 

The What:  Defining the term invasive plants is always a great place to start the discussion. I think 
the definition on the North America Invasive Species Awareness Week (NISAW) website is clear. 
They say “The term "invasive" is used for aggressive species that grow and reproduce rapidly, dis-
place native species, and cause major disturbance to the areas in which they are present.” A key 
difference that I feel is worth explaining is garden bullies are aggressive plants that stay in the land-
scape while many invasive plants leave the bounds of our gardens and disturb nearby natural spac-
es and are regulated under Wisconsin’s Invasive Species Rule NR40. 

 

The Why:  The Wisconsin Aquatic Invasive Species Management Plan shares the following impacts 
of AIS:   

 

“The introduction of AIS into the Great Lakes and inland state waters is a source of biological pollu-
tion that has significant negative effects on natural resources, human health, recreational opportuni-
ties, and other ecosystem services throughout the state and region. AIS may compete with native 
species for food and habitat and can, directly and indirectly, harm or displace native species, de-
grade habitat, and alter food webs and energy flow. AIS can also have significant economic effects 
on waterfront property values, tourism, utilities, and other industries.” If aquatic and terrestrial inva-
sive species are not managed, they can and will limit land and water use now and into the future. 

 

Our well-cared-for gardens, ponds, and shoreline landscapes can play a role in reducing the wide 
range of impacts AIS have on individuals, communities, and the state. Your involvement can be at 

Aquatic Invasive Species Awareness Week   February20-26 
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whatever level aligns with their gardening endeavors, abilities, and interest. 

 

The How:  As gardeners and gardening influencers, we can be part of the solution. Encourage oth-
ers not to purchase and grow plants restricted in Wisconsin in their water features and landscapes. 
Although regulations for the sale, purchase, and possession of invasive species are in place, some 
online sellers are not aware, not up-to-date, or not concerned with following existing state and feder-
al regulations. Just because you are able to purchase a plant does not mean it is allowed in Wiscon-
sin. So it is up to us, the individual gardener, to make sure invasive plants do not end up in our gar-
dens, natural spaces, and waterways. Instead buy plants from a reliable and whenever possible, lo-
cal source. 

 

Learn to identify problem plants and look for alternatives. Encourage gardeners to fill their land-
scapes and water gardens with native plants. This is an appealing first step in growing success and 
keeping our waterways safe. I have partnered with the UW-Madison Extension Aquatic Invasive 
Species Program to help do just that. 
 

On February 22 at 6:30 p.m. CT in celebration of NISAW, I am hosting a free webinar, Grow 
Beautiful Water Gardens Free of Invasive Plants. I will provide tips on identifying problem plants 
and suitable substitutes. Registration is required; sign up by clicking here. Visit the WI DNR 
webpage Aquatic Invasive Species and Publications and Products for more helpful tips and re-
sources.  

 

Help people properly manage water gardens and landscapes for ease of maintenance and the man-
agement of invasive plants. Share the importance of removing and properly disposing of invasive 
plants to prevent their spread. Most municipalities allow you to bag and throw invasive plants in the 
garbage.  Discourage them from sharing invasive and aggressive plants with friends and family. 
These well-intentioned “gifts” result in more work for the recipient and can harm nearby natural spac-
es. For videos to share and help spread the word, click here. 

 

Report invasive species populations in public spaces and waterways to the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources (WI DNR) so they can contain and manage the problem. And if you are inter-
ested in volunteering to help control these unwanted plants, email DNRAISinfo@wisconsin.gov to be 
connected with a county AIS coordinator. The more people watching for these problem plants the 
sooner we can begin containing and managing the problem. “The longer we ignore the problem the 
harder and more expensive the battle for control will become,” according to NISAW. 

 
Tackling the topic of managing invasive plants can be overwhelming and lead to inaction. My part-
ners at the WI DNR AIS remind us “Maintaining and restoring our waters and landscapes can re-
duce the impacts even when we don’t have other management options for an invasive species. Re-
porting invasive species is a first step in containing their spread.” 
 

Together we can make a difference! 

 
REGISTER FOR THE FREE WEBINAR 

Feb. 22, 6:30 PM: Grow Beautiful Water Gardens Free of Invasive Plants – Register here. 
 
For more info and resources on aquatic nvasive species: 
Aquatic Invasive Species Outreach – Natural Resources Institute (wisc.edu)  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tbxB-OaeQiOttSnaGxCz3A
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Invasives/AISproductSheet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWYkTfJ_LDJbPNnYCxAAEu2Exx7L-RVDw
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/report.html
mailto:DNRAISinfo@wisconsin.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tbxB-OaeQiOttSnaGxCz3A
https://naturalresources.extension.wisc.edu/programs/aquatic-invasive-species-outreach/
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We are well into a snowy, icy winter making walking and driving hazardous.  We have seen plenty of 

salt use this winter.  We are also well aware of the effects of salt on landscape plants, the browning 

and death of plant tissues, not to mention the damage to other surfaces like vehicles and concrete.  

Rock salt, the most common form of deicing salt, is very damaging to some plants.  Some tips for us-

ing less salt include: 

• If ice is expected, applying a small amount before the ice forms will 

keep the ice from sticking to the sidewalk.  Promptly remove the 

slush before it freezes. 

• Always shovel the sidewalk as bare as possible and reserve salt 

use for icy patches, rather than using salt to melt the snowfall. 

• Mixing salt with sand or another abrasive works well for increasing 

traction so less salt is needed. 

• Try to limit salt late in the winter as plants are coming out of dormancy. 

• Use alternate abrasives instead of salt especially when the temp is below 20*.  Salt is ineffective 

below this temp. 

• Use as little as necessary.  Wait a little while before applying more. 

• In the spring, hose off plants and flood the planting area in spring to dilute the salt. 

• Direct salt accumulation by planting on berms, shielding plants from salt spray and directing run-

off away from gardens. 

• Do not use anti-transpirants or dormant oils spray to prevent salt injury. 

• Apply gypsum (CaSO4) if salt is heavy in clay soils. 

 

For more details on alternatives to NaCl and lists of plants affected and resistant to salt, see Publica-

tion A3877 Winter Salt Injury and Salt-Tolerant Landscape Plants on the UW-Hort website. 

 

 

 

 

                 Join our Communication Team!   

  Facebook Co-administrator Wanted 

 

For those of you on Facebook…we’re looking for another person to help administer the WCMGV Fa-

cebook page.  It’s a digital age and our page is an important resource for accomplishing our mission 

to educate and to engage with the public.  We use it to promote our activities and fundraisers and 

feature educational topics of interest to Central Wisconsin gardeners.  Administrators respond to in-

quiries from the public sent to our page, post promotional notices about our meetings and fundrais-

ers, and post topical  educational features. It’s  easy and does not require much of a time commit-

ment, so it’s a great way to volunteer to get our message out there.  Training provided!   Call Chris 

Grimes with questions.  

Joseph LaForest, University of Georgia,  
Bugwood.org  

Preventing Salt Injury to Landscape Plants 
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Plant Sale Plant Propagation—Starts Now!! 
Plant sales are our only fundraisers as of now.  We need everyone to get involved in raising plants 

for the sales. 

The spring plant sale usually features starter plants for vegetables and flowers, overwintered plants 

from last fall, plants that were started from seeds, cuttings and other propagation methods, other 

than digging plants from our gardens. 

What you can do now: 

• When you start plants, start a few extras of each kind for the sale. 
• Check your houseplants for the possibility of taking some cuttings or use other propagation meth-

ods appropriate for your particular plants. 
• Start plants to incorporate into fairy gardens. 
• Look for containers to plant into for attractive display. 
• Purchase plants and donate to the sale if you are not sowing your own. 
 
The fall plant sale usually features houseplants, seeds, bulbs, winter sown perennials and native 
plants, dried arrangements. 
 
What you can do now: 
 
• Start winter sowing NOW.  Some seeds take up to 90 days of cold treatment before they germi-

nate.  Check out the November newsletter for a refresher on how to winter sow.  If you don’t have 
the article or need seeds to plant, contact Donna.   

• Consider what you might plant to provide dried materials for the arrangements. 

 

Jan. 26  WIMGA Ed. Program on Tomatoes by Craig LeHoullier 6:30 webinar 

Jan. 28  Garden Visions virtual seminar 8:15-12:15  

Feb.  1  Start of Plant Diagnostics course 

Feb.20  Garden Guru “Seed Starting and Winter Sowing”  6pm ERMPL or Zoom 

Feb. 27 WIMGA Ed. Program on Cacti and Succulents by Dan Mahr  6:30 webinar 

Mar. 16  Wood County Plant Diagnostics Planning Meeting  1pm 

Mar. 20  Garden Guru “Tools and Tool Care” 6pm ERMPL  or Zoom 

Mar. 28  Membership meeting 

Apr. 12  Wood County Plant Diagnostics Planning Meeting  1pm 

Apr.  17 Garden Guru (See the note on page 2) 

Sept. 15-17 Likely dates of fall plant sale 

Calendar of Events 
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January Garden Guide 
Taken from Melinda Myers website 

• Start a garden journal to record new plants added to the landscape, successes, challenges and ex-
treme weather conditions. Include any other information that will help in future planning and mainte-
nance of your landscape. 

• Water containers overwintered in an unheated garage or mulched in above ground whenever the soil 
is thawed and dry.  Or shovel a scoop of salt-free snow on the pot to water the soil as it melts. 

• Start planning for new additions to your flowerbeds. Review pictures of your garden and notes in your 
journal to help with planning. 

• Inventory leftover seeds, create a list of additional seeds you want to purchase, and place your or-
der early for the greatest selection. 

• Gather then purchase any containers, sterile seed starting mix, seeds, lights and other equipment 
needed for starting your own plants from seeds indoors. 

• Create a seeding chart for recording plant names, starting dates and other important information. 
This will help you stay on schedule for planting indoors and out. 

• Eliminate the need for lights and daily watering with winter sowing. Start seeds of cool weather annu-
al flowers and vegetables as well as hardy 
perennials with this method. 

• Check on dahlias, cannas and any oth-
er bulbs overwintering indoors. Discard any 
soft, discolored or rotting bulbs. Move sprout-
ed bulbs to a cooler, dark location. 

• Continue to minimize salt damage to plants 
by shoveling first and then applying a plant-
friendly deicing salt to walks and drives. 

• Recycle your Christmas tree and greens in 
your landscape. Prune branches off the tree 
and use the greens for a winter mulch. 

• Check for tracks and other signs of vole dam-
age in your perennial gardens and mixed bor-
ders.  These critters, also called meadow 
mice, may start nibbling on fleshy roots of 
perennials like daylily, Siberian iris, 
and hosta. 

• Check the upper and lower leaf surfaces and along the stem of indoor plants for signs of 
mites, aphids, mealy bugs and scale.  

• Fungus gnats, often mistaken for fruit flies, are occasionally found flitting throughout the house in the 
winter months.  They don't hurt your houseplants, but can be a nuisance. 

• Identify areas in the landscape that would benefit from some vertical interest. Look for vines that pro-
vide multiple seasons of interest and are suited to the space and growing conditions. 

• Check vines, trellises, and arbors and make sure they are securely mounted despite wind, heavy 
snow or ice. 

• Keep indoor plants away from drafts of hot air from heating vents or cold air from windows and patio 
doors. 

• Leach the soil of your indoor plants to eliminate the white crusty salt build up on containers that can 
damage your indoor plants. 

• Remove and destroy egg masses of harmful insects, like tent caterpillars, gypsy and tussock moth. 
Prune out black knot and other cankers, disinfecting your tools between cuts. 

• Make sure animal fencing is secured, replenish repellents as needed and alternate scare tactics to 
minimize wildlife damage. 

• Clean houseplants once a month.  Wipe off smooth leaves with a damp sponge or cloth.  Use a cos-
metic brush to dust African Violets, Gloxinias and other hairy-leafed plants. 

https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/garden-landscape-design/start-a-garden-journal-now
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/container-raised-bed-gardening/overwintering-container-planters
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/podcasts/think-spring-tips-on-planning-and-designing-a-landscape
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/planting-starting-new-plants/ordering-new-and-inventorying-saved-seeds
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/planting-starting-new-plants/ordering-new-and-inventorying-saved-seeds
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-videos/planting-starting-new-plants/tips-for-seed-starting-success
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/planting-starting-new-plants/create-a-seed-starting-growing-chart
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/planting-starting-new-plants/winter-sowing-starting-transplants-outdoors
https://www.melindamyers.com/plants/flowers-ornamental-grasses/dahlia
https://www.melindamyers.com/plants/flowers-ornamental-grasses/canna
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-videos/flowers-ornamental-grasses/storing-non-hardy-rhizomes-tubers-and-corms
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/lawn-landscape-design/protect-landscape-plants-from-deicing-salts
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/sustainable-gardening/recycle-your-christmas-tree
https://www.melindamyers.com/articles/winter-mulch
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/problems-pests-weeds/vole-damage
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/problems-pests-weeds/vole-damage
https://www.melindamyers.com/plants/flowers-ornamental-grasses/daylily
https://www.melindamyers.com/plants/flowers-ornamental-grasses/siberian-iris
https://www.melindamyers.com/plants/flowers-ornamental-grasses/hosta
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/problems-pests-weeds/clear-sticky-substance-honeydew-on-houseplants
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/problems-pests-weeds/eco-friendly-aphid-control
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/problems-pests-weeds/eco-friendly-mealybug-control
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/houseplants-holiday-plants-cut-flowers/eco-friendly-control-of-scale-insects-on-houseplants
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/problems-pests-weeds/eco-friendly-control-for-fungus-gnats
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-videos/garden-landscape-design/go-vertical-with-vines
https://www.melindamyers.com/plants/groundcover-vines
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/houseplants-holiday-plants-cut-flowers/winter-care-for-houseplants
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/houseplants-holiday-plants-cut-flowers/managing-salt-buildup-white-crusty-substance-on-houseplant-soil
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/problems-pests-weeds/controlling-tent-caterpillars-and-gypsy-moths-in-winter
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/problems-pests-weeds/tussock-moths
https://www.melindamyers.com/articles/black-growths-on-tree
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/problems-pests-weeds/cankers-sunken-discolored-areas-on-trees
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-videos/problems-pests-weeds/wildlife-control
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/trees-shrubs-roses/protect-newly-planted-trees-and-shrubs-from-voles-and-rabbits
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/problems-pests-weeds/protecting-your-landscape-from-wildlife-damage
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/houseplants-holiday-plants-cut-flowers/caring-for-your-indoor-plants
https://www.melindamyers.com/audio-video/melindas-garden-moment-audio-tips/houseplants-holiday-plants-cut-flowers/caring-for-and-reblooming-african-violets
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• Inspect gladiolus corms, dahlia tubers, begonia tubers and other fleshy rooted 
plants for rot and desiccation. 

• Before ordering vegetable seeds, check last year’s seed for viability by placing 
seeds between moist paper towels for several days. 

• To keep your houseplants growing evenly, give the containers a half turn every two 
days. 

• Start seed for impatiens, vinca, pansies, geranium and begonias in mid month. 

• Continue to inspect stored vegetables. 

• Check for over wintering fire blight can-
kers on susceptible varieties of apples and 
pears; remove by pruning. 

• Spray dormant oil to control scale and 
other over wintering pests. Spray on any 
day above 40 degrees F and when forecast 
temperatures are to remain above freezing 
for 24 hours. This may be done until buds 
swell. 

• Prune dormant trees and summer flower-
ing shrubs. Don’t prune spring flowering shrubs until after they have flowered. 

• When forced bulbs have bloomed and tops have dried, store and then plant in gar-
den in fall. 

• Prune roses, fruit trees, and bramble fruits. 

• Order catalogues from seed companies you’ve been meaning to try. 

• Check your garden tools and make a list of new tools you will need or want. 

• Sharpen garden tools. 

• Give houseplants a monthly shower with tepid water. 

• Check young trees and shrubs for rodent injury on lower trunks. Prevent rodent in-
jury with hardware cloth or protective collars. 

• Try growing some perennials from seed. 

• Start seeds for leeks and onions. 

• Don’t use seeds with poor germination rates; seedlings may be more prone to in-
sect and disease problems. 

• Use a sterile soil-less medium for starting seeds to avoid dampening off. 

• Start winter sowing seeds and set outside for nature to do its work. 

February Garden Guide 
Taken from Portage County Master Gardeners website 
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Future Article 
Submissions 
Please send items for 
inclusion in the newslet-
ter by the 25th of the 
previous month to:    
streiffonclay@tds.net 

 
 
Wisconsin Master 
Gardener Web-
site: 
https://mastergardener. 
extension.wisc.edu/    
 

Wood County Ex-
tension Website: 
https://
wood.extension.wisc.edu/ 
 

Wood County 
Master Gardener 
Association Web-
site: 
https://wood-county-
master-gardeners.org/ 
 

WIMGA Website: 
https://www.wimga.org 

2023 WCMGV BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President—Chris Grimes  

715-424-2878  
 

Vice President—Karleen Re-

mington  

715-387-1863  
 

Secretary—Judy Miller  

715-572-4798  
 

Treasurer—Famia Marx  

715-652-2405  
 

Director—Jill Becker  

715-387-8040  
 

Director—Lil Schotten  

715-213-7672  

Director—Bea Kohl  

715-423-8908  
 

Director—Carolyn Schulein  

715-389-9027  
 

Communications Rep.—

Chris Grimes  

715-424-2878  
 

WIMGA Rep—Michaeleen 

Erikson  

175-435-3616  
 

Newsletter Editor—Donna 

Streiff  

715-207-6218  

The Wood County Master Gardener Association is a non-profit organiza-

tion with a mission to educate and share information with its members 

and the community alike. In addition, it is our charge to promote the UW 

Extension from which we are founded. We are a diverse group interested 

in the latest research-based horticultural information.  

Wood County Extension Horticultural Agent 

Janell Wehr janell.wehr@wisc.edu 

Final Reminders 

 
 

 

Reminder: If you know of a WCMGV member who should be remembered in case of illness, hospi-

talization, death of a family member, etc. be sure to contact Bea Kohl so she can send a card and/or 

note on behalf of our organization. It takes all of us to keep track of how well our members are doing 

and whether anyone needs a little bit of our thoughtfulness. Bea’s phone number is 715-423-8908 

Let’s get planting for the plant sales: 

 Houseplant propagation for both sales 

 Starter plants for flowers and vegetables spring sale 

 Plants for dried arrangements for fall sale 

 Winter sowing for natives and perennials for fall sale 

Garden Guru presenter needed for April 17 program!! 

https://mastergardener.extension.wisc.edu/
https://mastergardener.extension.wisc.edu/
mailto:janell.wehr@wisc.edu

